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A DETECTIVES STORY.
The Treachery of Ttalians Who
Come to This Country.

SBUCCESS AS COUNTERFEITERS.

They Hate to Work snd Think te Get
Money Quickly by Shoviag the Quesr—The
Stery of Glotan! Rosso aand How He Ac-
somplished His Revenge.

¥ EX-CHIEF OPERATIVE OF THE
United Btates secvet service has been lni
Washington for a week. He has been n detee- |
tive for over twenty years, and in the course of

s service has displased remarkable .ptit;d-

im ferveting out Italian counterfeiters. Per-
haps mo one in the United llhtnh-owlli
sequainted with the charaeteristics of fthe |
Talisn race as is the ex-chief. Itis not often |
fhat ke can be indnesd to speak of his profes- |
sional experiences, partly, on sccount of the |
effiolal position that he has held, and partly be- |
enuse be does not want to incur the emmity of
s people who use their stilettos so freely.
The other evening, however, ho let loose the I
|

sirings on his reticence snd talked uureserv-
edly about the Italians a¢ & class who nre now
living in this country.

CAN'T TRUST AN ITALIAN.

“You know,” he said, “I have been nearly all
my life in New York and professionally I have |
seen & good deal of the Italian race. A« a peo- |
ple I wonld not trast them any farther than T
coald throw a bumil by the tail. They are

vindictive, impetnous and re-
Now, if I shoald call any one of yon |

d—4 sconndrel, which of conrse 1|
*t, we wonld have it out right bere and |
mow, but with those infernal Italians it is
&ifferent. They never forget an insultalthough |
it may be years before am opportunity is
off to wipe ous the . They will
ask you to their own house snd there will not
be &u ightest indication that the insuit is re-
mem
boalth of the

, vet while yon are drinking to the
mouth the bowt will stab yon. Now that is no

i

é

host end vour glass is at your

bad many vearsof experience in New York
i a in deeling with [taliaus, and
1 never yet have found any organizasion of that
nature. In New York there are a grea: many
Italians, snd there wonld be am orgunization
) 1 ular set-
tlement of them. They are distributed aliover
the city. One may be situated on Baxter street, |
another on Avenue C and 14th street and still |
another on East 1334 street, and ye! there isno |
relationship or commuvi ation existing be-
tween the imbabitants of those settlements. |
They don't seem t0 know each other. Now,
with the Mafla it is & secret order and it has ite |
complement of signs and passwords, fo-
place to meet. That {5 the way it
Sicily, the only pla:: where the Mafla is
to exiet. It ix in full force there aud is
powerful organization.
ORIGIN OF THE MAFIA.

“Perhape you know that it was originally a

Hy

pose the rale of the bonrbons and the very best
men in Sicily were then numbered among its
members. But after Garibaldi put Vietor
on the throne of Italy in 1361, the
of the Mafla as a political organ-
been accomplished, it soon lost
respectubility. The society was
¥y organized, howmrna. that it was
simister urpoan A was made a |
i . p'l’ha Mafia is now made
worst element of tl;:hm:d.ls :
aggregation riga an
tthroats and robbers in
Og now ad it was in its
whole island s governed
by this society.
““The local goverument of Sicily is powerless
to break up the influence of the Mafia. Oe-
cusionally a police officér is murdered and it is |
too hot for the assassin to remain in |
Bicily, even though he is protected by the bane-
ful infloenee of the society. Then the outlaw
comes to this coumsry.
¥O MAFiA IN THE PENINSULA.
“There is no Mafla in peninsular Italy, al-

though there are many brigands there as bad
in character as those who live in Sicily. Thou-
sands of Iialians come to this country every
year. Every one [ have ever had arrested car-
rled a stiletto or rezor and sometimes a pistol.
Maoy of them are Sicilinns and the most of
that cisss are members of the Mafin. One may
another land at New York, sn-

!

5
i

i

g8
3
i
g

i
i1
H

B
g &
:

\
=
5

g
4

{

2

£

i where
are going to locate when they leave Sieily.
there i« no arrangement on
by which thev are taken
i eciy. It may
) in St Louis or |
They of course will talk over the |
old times in Sicily. Probably they are without
money, for they never work if they can help it, |

s job Is put up to rob or kill some one
ir countrymen who Las a listle money. }
I bave learned, they make 1o specific plan.

m%-?“““do“ A we used to in |
Y- meand o stab in the side from be-

taliana gemerally are bed, but tlnemuueal
are umwmitigated villains. They |

mo ¢onception of morality and |
any of the refinements of modern |
They have no companction what- |
slabbing one of their countrymen,
rarest thing that they will attack
one who is not an [talian. Among them-
they qnarrel and fight all the time. So
lougas they are left alone 1o settle their difil-
culties in their own sweetl way they dv mot

]

FEVER WOBK I¥ THEY CAY NELP IT.
“You mid that these Italiane, or rather Bieil-
fmns, were averse 1o work for s living.”
“Neou; that is true. They never work if they

Fl’!!m.lﬂrnx who come from
Italy, and these Nicilians
Consider thew to be their legittmate prev. It
is resnarknbie what an fntense antipathy ex-
ﬁ:t::llmh ‘lh:hlhlliltu and the Si¢ They
m ¥ have the greatest contempt aud hatred
for each other.” i

“Have you ever found any Italian or Sicilian
who is reallt o meadfast, honest man"

““A# | said before.as & nation thev are a fight-

. treacherous, revengeful people, and in

that relntion I have no use for them. still, [

ve found some men from thut coantry whom

eould trust. One of the besi men [ |
my force was & Sicilian by the name of Palata
He told me that ho left Sicily because he be-
eame involved in some business difenlty. I
don’t know whether that was the real canse or
mot. Atany rate he came to New York and |
went fnto basiness 14 a barber. He was doing
Yery weil and was making money when he was
called T by bis former eof esof the
Matia, whom he had forsworn, to contribute to
their lupml. He refused to pay and one

fory of it in Italian and [ sent it to St
fo & sative of Home, who translated it for me.
!ﬂﬂy'l’m&lhcmhbcl‘rﬂwln,bml
that he was actusted more by & deire to
obtain revenge than by any other motive.”

“How is it,” was asked, “that [talians become
counterfeiters’”

ally inclined to erime becanse of their revenge-
dispositions, which have been formed by

| had been certain that they were enga

THE STORY OF GIOTANT ROMSO. .
The old detwetive was asked 10 relate some
of his experiences with the Italisne. *“Well,"
said be, “I am not now in government service

and I don’t know that I am bound to secrecy
this particular ecase, innemuch as the man
ind 18 now doing twelve years in
Sing Sing. I think his character bears out every-
thing that I have said of the Italians as a race.
ahn-ohﬂi:'-n&m.ndh hkn.-n’:
& murderer ree or four people, s

breaker, a traitor, a counterfeiter, an _incendi-
ary, and if there ever was & Mafla in New York
he was ot the head of it. It would takeall
night to tell the history of that man. He was
just stee in erime and still his constience
was 50 blunted to all feeling that he did not
think that he had dome anything wro 1
don’t think, lowever, that nte could °
econceived s more villainous character.

“Hosso had to leave New York for some
erime and went to New Orleans. While there
be killed a man and was sentenced to be
but the governor commuted his sentence
imprisonment for life.

HOW LE GOT PARDONED.

““After Rosso got into prison at Baton Rouge
he went to work and organized a scheme to get
away. The plan ineluded the whole prison and
had been worked up very successfuily. The
night before the escape was to have been made
ofhoh went to lhia md.nLnd i:‘ntnrmd“ him

the pro d plan. Upon investigation it
mhrouni:i “mmd had Ph:::.da the truth and
for i.-ﬁutin e disclosure governor par-
doned him. Soon after that he came back to
New Yorkand started a small store on Baster
sireet. It was not loug before the store was set

| on fire and the entire contents were burned.
| Hin claim for insgrunce was resisted by the in-

surance compenies or the ground that Rosso
bad acted as an incendiary and wae therefore
guilty of arson. It wasa funny thing about
tiat suit. It was brought forth in evidence that
Howso s previous history was thoroughly bad,
but still the proof was mot conclusive that he
had set fire to his store, aithough it was almost
certain that he had done so. Nevertheless he
got s verdiet for 250. I asked the foreman of
the jury afterward how it was that they had
brought in a verdict in favor of Rosso. “Well,"
ke said, ‘Rosso’s lawver was a mighty good fel-
low and we knew Le womkl not get a cent for
what e hud done if we didn't bring in & small
judgment in favor of the Dugo.’
HE GIVES IXFORMATION.

““Well, later on Rosso came to see me one day
in my office. I was then working on a gang of
counterfeiters who had been turning out some
very good work and the queer was ¢
in quantities. He said, ‘You da chiefa?

“*Xes.’ 1knew hum the instant he came in.

- {m ;n&n me?’ -

“Yes, ve your picture my ues’

. 1 showed it to him and umm

mnp to deny that he was the original.
*“‘Me gota soma informash. Me knowa placa
where maka de bhaffa, ds guata, da niok.

Youa coms witta me. I shown da placa. You
coma alone 1 showa. You coms three, four
men | no shown.’

I said to myself this is a on the part of
that old villain to get me into his clutches, but
I asked him where the place was. He told me
that it was on 153d street, on the east side. A
bad locality, and 1 thought to mywell that he
wanted to get me out there alone and then
slash me. I must confess I felt gather timid
about going, not so far as my personal safety
was concerned, but I was timid because I did
not waut to kill Hosso, and if he attempted to
cut me I made up my mind to kill him just s
quick a8 I would shoot o mad dog.

MET MIM, BUT NO GOOD RESCLY.

“However, 1 told bim that [ would meet him
at the station of the elevated on 150th street
the next day. I had him shadowed, and be
went back to a house in 153d street, where he
staved sometime. Tha next day I kept him
waiting balf an hour. My mer were watching
him the time and noticed that he came
alone. I met him, and as I passed by told him

to goabead aud when he got to the pluce to
drop his handkerchief, pick it and then
walk on. I followed Lim with my hand on m

guu, 'I:“czulld“:::: g my trouwser's pocket.
Kuew it w just pulling the trigger.
However, Rodso did nut mean any treachery
foward me. That was not his game. I learned
afterward that he had a friend who lived there,
& bruther Bicilian, who had been s pupil of
Rosso's in making images of the g‘El s
quata, and da balfa.’ The success of this man,
Wwho wus called Colandrino, had been so great |
that hahdhlcuﬂolhn.o.mmmy'
from him. 5o you see Rosso came to me to get
Colandrino arrested and sent to prison so that
he might get back his old trade and at the same
time get hus revenge on  Colandrine for having
ruined his business. 1 had Colandrino’s house
watched for six days. 1 could not find that the
four or five men wno lived there tovk anything
away with them or brought back anything in
the way of pluster of paris, aeids or metals.

NOT SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE.

“There really wus nothing for me to base my
suspicious on that the wen were the counter-
feiters 1 had been looking for, consequently I
couid not get a warrant for their arrest. If I
in
counterfeiting I could have broken in the house,
butif ] bad broken in without s wurrant and
found that they were not breakiag the law and
if 1 bad been obliged to kill one or two of the
Ltalinns I had nothing to fall back upon except
ihe word of an incendiary, ensthrout, murderer
and all round villsin. You know a man’'s house
1= liis castle and you must bave guod evidence
of rascality guing on inside before you
can foree un entrance. Well, old Roeso
came to wee me again. In the mean-
tume he bad been going to the house of Colan-
drino every day. He said: ‘Colandrino maka
Limself a richa man. He have +®doll in image.
He sella da image and saila back to Messina
on a Saturday pight. He taka his one wifa and
two child. lou knows resta Colandrino I giva
no more informash.’ 1 did not sell Rosso I
would not act in the matter upon his word, but
I kept & watch on the house and on Fnday
Colsudrine went over in Brooklyn to the office
of & steamslup compaay, bably %0 secure
bis passnge. Lhe ustd-mmdhhﬁhm
to the house of Hosso. At my last interview |
with Hosso I told bim that 1 thonght it would
be much better to let Colandrino get out of the
country with his family than to arrest him and
send bim up for » long term and then oblige
the guvernumont o supports bis family. Kosso
muss bave tken that as my uitiwatum. ©On
Saturday he invited Colandrino to his house to
take & bottle of wine and drink to each other's
prosperity. ‘Lhis I learned afterward from my
italian ive, Palsta Colandrino weut and
wus Bccompanicd by bas wife.

HOW BOSSO GOT RIS 4ETENGE.

“In telling the story Palats mid: ‘Mr. de
Posso be var smart man. He varmad wid Mr.
Colandrine. He tink be ne geta even wid Mr.
Colandrino, so he say: “Mr. Colandrine, you
taka a dinner wid me.” And Mr. Colandrine he

say: I be glad to a coma.” But Mr. Colandrino
he var smnart mian, too, and he taka his wifa
along. (Palats wonld always prefix the titls of
mister. He seemed to have & great respect
for the smartness of these two men and wonld
pull down the corner of his eye with his finger

to mghum their smartness.) Mr. de losso
he no like Mrs. Colandrino coma long, and Mrs.
de Rosso ghe say: “Coma wid me to da Chinese

Innndry. I am fraida of da Chinaman.” Den
s women da go ont and Mr. de Rosso he say:
‘“Fake offs your coata, Mr. Colandrino, it is s0
bota.” Tien hesay: *“iaka off your vesta,  hava
mine offa.” He see Mr. Colandrino have no
weapon. Oh, Mr. de Rosso, he var smart man.
Then ke sav: *“Taka glussa beer.” He say, “Hern
your good bealth, Mr. Colsndrino,” and the
both drink. and whila Mr. Colandrinoe dri
swish comm da stilet s Mr. de Kosso, and Mr.
Colsndrino is cuta from da brow down the
nose. Den Mr. de Hosso run away. He gress
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U2 FLYING  MACHINES.

Prof. Langley Says We Will Yet
Tf.'dwm‘-h’t

HOW BIRDS MANAGE TO FLY.

Advanced Thinkers em This Suhject Have No
Waith in Balloons or Flapping Apparstus—
They Believe That Asrvplanes Will Be
Employed to Imitate the Searing Bird.

‘Written for The Evening Star.

EN WILL YET LEARN NOW TO FLY.

Prof. Langley, secretary of the Bmith-
eonian Institution, so declared the other day in
an address delivered here before the National
Academy of Sciences, a synopuis of which was
published in Tux 8t4n st the time. This ought
to give much encouragement to thinkers
who hope that mankind will some day secure
domain in the element of birds, just ag it has
already done, thanks to the evolution of sub-
marine boats and diving gear, in that of fishes.
The distinguished scientist referred to
expressed confidence that the contrivance of
the fatare for aerial navigation would be on
the kite priuciple.

ELEMENTS OF BUOYANCY.

The air possesses elements of buoyancy which
bhave not been recognized hitherto. Thare is
no truth in the popular conception that a body
heavier than the atm cannof be sus-

nded in that medium without motion. A

ite, of sticks and paper, is much heavier than
the fluid which f# g-plun, but it i« sustained
aloft. You ean find an exam much
more striking, however, in eagle
or the frigate bird, which, thongh an
animal of considerable weight, remains
Foind in the sky upon oxhndac! pinions mo-

ionless for hours together, so that a telescope
may be frained on it. Thousands of feet above
the earth, it is sustained without movement of
a feather, though in a rarefied atmosphere.
This is possible because the suspe fowl
bas an instinctive knowledge of the way in

which to utilize the air curremts for
its sup When man has learned how
this can be donie, he will be able to fiy. The

most advanced fnuutipwu in this subject re-
Ject the balloon and all other such lifting de-
viﬂlnlllgnctiuhle: a gas lighter than air
can aever be safely confined within areccptacle
that is not weighty, and the same objection ap-
plies t0o & vacuum today is
about where it was when
invented, and in the
it can never getmuch further. Aluminumislight
for a metal, but it is several times too heavy to

successfully utilized for such purposes.
Pray, what has become of those sluminuwm
traina of cars that vere to be run through the
air from Chicago to New York six months ago
at sixty minuces the trip?

TEE SCHOOL OF ““FLAPPERS.”

There is & schoot of fiying machine inventors
who may be designated as the “Sappers,’” in-
asmuch as thelr idea is to sustain their con-
trivances by the flapping of bird-like winga.
But they doubtless forget that the best flyers
among birds do mot support themselves by

ﬁpﬁ:g. On the comtrary, they only resort
to t performance when it is necessary
for a start. The engle, if launch-
himeelf from level ound, is

to take quite a run : then,

flapping his wings with a viclent muscalar
.nﬁn:mu.mmmp up for long, he
gains a suflicient altitude to render it
sible for him to strike along the plane of an air
current, which holds him up. Flosting with
librating pinions from one air current to an-
other he is lifted, with an occasional broad
Sl vegisnn, Shas be dl o ol
ne| ous, where mply floats, opposing
to e:.c;h ;nnvmant of the :ug nd&d ;ﬁe;ﬂ thhii
gen orce necesssry to ta
stationary position.

CY¥DERSTOOD IN THRORY.

These principles which the eagle applies for
purposes of flight are perfectly understood in
the theory of mechanics. It is only necessary
to adapt them with snitable apparatus in order
m" to human beinga like powers. True, the

is lighter in proportion to its size than
is man; its bones are hollow and fllled
with warm air from the Ilungs. But
in this respect is
not v material, and it may easily be com-
pamm for by bigger Power to flap
them is not what is r inasmuch ws the
start can be made m & height; what is
wanted is the knowledge which inherited ex-~
perience, vulgarly termed “instinet,” has
given the fowl as to how to adapt the
of the wings to the uir currents.
is is precisely what Prof. Langley has been
experimenting with. What he is attempting is
to produce a muchine adapted to flotation upon
the air currents, like o kite. Youcanfindas
uryulhnph illustrution of the pri
wor on in the trick done with playing
cards the prestidigitator Hermann, who
throws f.om the stage into the highest gul-
lery of the biggest theater in the United States,
distribu em one after another among the
. " of that select circle. How does he do
i ﬂinﬁl‘y.by skilifally utilizing the air cur-
sents. scrap of pasteboard is heavier
than the stmosphere, but judiciously projected
it mounts to & great height and distance with
very little force. It would stay up, too, even
if thrown outdoors, supposing that it possessed
the intelligence necessary to accommodate its
surface to the winda
IN AUSTRALIA

What can be done in this way msy be ao-
complished on a larger scale. Lest this propo-
sition be disputed it will be sufficient to refer
to a flying machine recently patented in
A% lit.h i ult‘?ﬂhor nineteen
pou bone a lomg
cylinder two m m Mm.“lnndutipg
compressed air. e compressed air supplies
power for a small engine, weighing ten
poands, at the rear end of the
mhd-r. which works a fan p lier. To

backbone on’ either side is a ed a great
wing of light material, 50 that the whole appa-
ratus resembles & big butterfly, with two funs
for s tail. This contrivance has been made o
fiy horizontally 360 feet. Of eourse, it is only
st Shmraath to the practioasle rne madis
est approac e practieal
of ilpc fatare thas hl: attained. ¢
PROF. LANGLEY'S WAGWINE.

With the help of & money bequest from a
ased enthusinst, Prof. Langley has con-

a

th all the way from the gentlest zephyr
o a storm of mixty miles ¥ im He has
been experimenting with this for the

of finding out how air carrents act in support-
ing surfaces. One very astonishing dis-
covery that he has made is that the faster

[ a ne surface, like & flat plank,
:.Wi-nquindl *m':'um%uﬂn;'wm
)
nm e “ﬂu ! On“h:dwllth
wa ?Tuﬁu apoed more the
power required to produce it; bat in the at-
taster - l.lhh ?fhn.&w

* ia
b, Thoe s wesie svatinsntal tine ¢ st

THE FASTER THE EASIER.

In like menner Mr. Langley has demonstrated
that the faster the flight the less is the sustain-
ing power nécessary. You ean convince yomr-
self very ensily that this is s0 by the same
simple experiment that he em !

trate the on. mf R
Shpsaluftl viaes el b

before it

the air. Hhree o Todr seconds. will
clapse

to the

such at patent office
's

will the
dmu-; Buch, st all events, is the
strmiss; and the lkelihood seems to be that a

AN IMPORTANT DIFFICULTY.
Prof. Langley's notion seems to be this, that
such a contrivance as he conceives, elevated in
the air, would have no trouble to uphold iteelf

In this
point there lies an rtant ulty, inas-
mush as the most Inlelligent human bei
has no k whatever of the

which the birds bhave transmitted to
their progeny for thousands and thousands of
Eﬂlnﬂou.onr since, as the sciemtista sy,
ey wers first evolved from repiiles in an an-
cient geulml.cul epoch. But the honorable sec-
refary of Smithsonian Institution is of the
upim{m thatit is ble for human beings, with
ractice fortifled by their superior in nee,
learn how to nse wings in this way, just as
bovs acquire the art of walking npon
siilts, al h such members are altogethor
artificink.  When this art bLas been acquired,
man, hitherto nutnl;oudhin I:.he scir.mi: o nuvﬁ
ti e, will laune imseif ubroud an
w :Ee meteorites on tireless

any good reason wherefore such mechanical
ciples as these should not be successfully
app for nuvigating the air. At the begin-

ninug the problem of steering and the weight of
the motor present lves as the two
most serious obstacles. FProf. Laugley has
B:uﬂro«d to get over these preliminsry dif-
tios by ruuning the first flying machine
on s wire, such as is used for a certain sort of
cnra. case, however, the
machine is to fly above, perhaps st & height of
ﬁ:‘“’ with lnﬂ::hchnem to the wli:ka.pb:iow
runs alon of telegra i es.
Amutornua:endt?f- the Unsp\l:;u do the
propelling. Thas there will be no engine to
carry and the wire will do the steering.
HOW DID THE BIRDS LEARN
to fly originally? To escape from their carnivor-
ous enemies they developed wings and acquired
the art of navigating the air through practice.
Now that the true prineiple of fight has been
diseovered it woul«?mm possible to 'Ely itto
mechanics so as to secure for man, w sufli-
cient experience, the same power. The
muscles of the human being are not strong
enolzh for the purpose, and so he must con-
struet a chariot of some sort to carry him, with
s machine on board to do the work. Prof.
Langley's ideas on this subject are shared by
the foremost scientific men of the day who
have interested themselves in seronantics—a
branch of research to which » great deal of at-
tention is being paid at present. Their al-
most unsnimous conclusion is that the
soaring bird must be the medel for the success-
ful flying conirivance of the futare. The in-
vestigation of problems respecting aerial voli-
fation is no longes relegated to cranks; in fact
foremost investigator in this line now liv-
ing, Mr. Octave Chauute, is president of the
American Society of Engineers. Ho took
neeasion  recently to  call wttemtion to
some rather absurd conclusions reached
by certain French theorivts who promuigated
astonishing statoment as the result of their
calculations that a swallow in flying forty
miles an hour must exert one-tenth of one
horse power. an eagle ten horse power and a
forty-pound crane about forty horse power.
To supposc thut an cagle or a turkey buzzard
is a8 sirong as ten horscs Le a trifle
iculous.
THE RATE OF SPRED.

Regarding the rate of propulsionof the future
flying machine, Prof. J. Elfreth Watkins, the
distinguished mechanieal expert, declires that
it simply depends upon the size of the propeller
used &i the ntei:: which the fans are re-
volved. In his opinion the old theory that the
atmosphere was too tenuous a medium for a
propeller to act upon has been demoustrated
to be mnonsense. Sufficient resistance is
offerel by it fo render possible an
€normous , #0 thut it would not
be too much to surmise that a properly
counstructed air ship might accomplish the dis-
tance between o and New York within
an hour's time. N ¥, however, there
would be a limit to the rapidity of flight, inas-
much as & propelier ceases to propel after a
certain number of revolutions per socond has
been reached. It is open to any one's observa-
tion that a vessel's propeller, operating in the
water, often revolves much fuster when the
cntt(ﬂmoﬂu; slowly than when it is going

OFFENSE AND DEFENSE IN WAR.

Attention was called only the other day by
Mr. H to the tr lous revolution which
the introduction of practicablo air ships would
work in the methods of offense and defense in
war. Fortifications, on which it is suggesiad
that Uncle Sam ehall expend 20,000,000 as
soon as possible, would be of little usc against
flying machines that conld drop dynamite and
other explosives from aloft. Likewise ships of
war, however heavily armored, would ba at the

merez-of hostile aerial navigators. In sucha
ense batteries of a description altogether new
would bhave to be devised for shoo:-

ing vertically, and the general defending a
position on terra firma would be obliged to as-
sail the winged foe with volleys of bombs di-
rected upwird, as one would shoot ducks on
the wing. Should such a state of affairs come
to pase, it seems likoly that the conflicta of the
future between natious will have to be fought out
in the air between squadrons of flying men-of-
war. About that time, one would imagine, it
would be considered that the period had ar-
rived, so long looked for by military thinkers,
when there could be no more fighting because
it would be too vastly destruetive.
EARLY ATTEMPTS TO FLY.

Having achieved the conqnest of the waters

it is natural that man should likewise desire

the mastery of the air, and thus in all ages the
buman race has been ambitious to fly. The
eatliest attempt in this direction recorded by
tradition is the mythical account of Daedalus,
who, having construcied the celebrated lnby-
rinth for Minos, King of Crete, was so unfor-
tunate as to offend that monarch, and be-
ing imprisoned, escaped with the aid
of wings made of feathers cemented with
wax. Another ancient » is of Archytas
of Tarentum, who constructed a wooden pigeon
that had power to fly, so nicely way it balanced
by weight and put in motion by inclosed air.
Ig there is any truth in the account it seemns
robuble that Archytas was & fakir and worked
Eh bird with o string. as is done on the stage.
The ancients, generaily speaking, made no at-
tempts in the uirection of acronautics, that the
power of flight conld only appertain to the most
powerful gods. Four centuries agoan ingenions
gentleman named Lauretns Laurus published &
statement to the effect that swans eggs filled
with quicksilver, when exposed to sun,
would ascend in the air, but it 18 not recorded
that the experiment was ever subjected
satisfactorily to wecieniific test. In 1670
& Jesuit, Francis Lana, proposed to make four
copper balls, each tweniy-five fest in diameter
and only four one-thousandths of an inch in
thickness, from which the air was to be ex-
Lansted. To these balls a basket was to be
siiached, with a mast and suil, aud the calcu-
lation was t.tm:J n‘?. cunh:i;nnca would u:.ri
1,400 /nfortunately, it was discove
that th:m'u thiuness of the r
spheres would cause them to be broken when a
vacuum was created inside of them by the
pressure of the atmosphere from without.
Nevertheless, this suggestion approached
more nearly to a practicnbie idea in aerostatica
ered up to she time of the in-
the balloon in 1783 by the brothers
lult)n.olﬂm. l::“l:ﬂ: .:; 1715 J
s Domiuican professor in philoso-
phy, contended that it wouid be possible
w0 collect the rwritted air of some lofiy
mountain  tep and inclose it in a
huge vessel a mile in diameter, which wounld

fitty-four times as much t as did
M'n Fun eno nearly all the
early theorists on $ i that

atmos morely covered the earth like n
shallow i, on which the aerial vessels tuey
m mind l‘lhm intended to !m; unh-ha-

w their upper
dll'u:mn- that Iny -Iu?u.

bowe stamps, Lwo inger rings,
&8 ah 0hd Kopt s masx th Sy
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The Florida Beuatorship
The Florids house of representatives yesterday
seated the two sitting members from Suwanee
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Seme of the Subjects Oecupying the Atten-
tention of Gothamites.

PREPARING POR THE WORLD'S PATR=-MUNIO IN
NEW YORK—DR. BRIGOS I8 FULL OF FIONT—
PROAPECTS OF SNELLING THE METROPOLIS—
NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Special mm Evening Btar.
Naw Yomx, May 7, 1891.
Pmmnom FOR TEE WORLD'S

fair are taking tangible shape in this vicin-
ity, owing to the arrival here of Aloxander D.
Anderson, with whom you are more or less
familiar in Washington. He is the special
commissioner having in charge the eastern
beadquarters, with Mr. Delmore Elwell as sec-
retary. Rooms have just beem opened in the
Stewart building, and st this point the work
for the exhibition will center for the next two
years. Mr. Anderson is already meeting &
stream of visitors making all sorts of imquiries,
and undoubtedly he will be a very busy man
and will require all the capital stock of good
health and good nature with whioch he seems to
be plegtevusly provided. Next week he will
meet, by invitation, the dry goods trade, to ex-
plain to them what it is proposed to doat the
exposition, and subsequently he will put him-
sell in communication with other important
business}ielements. Referring to the eabled
accounts of Italy’s uuwillingness to be repre-
sented at Chicago he tells me that he is confl-
dent that Italy will be very well represented at
the exposition. He has assurance to that effect
from many of the leading Italian manufactur-
ers and merchants, and whatever the govern-
ment does or mneglects to do Italy will have a
brilliant showing at Chicago.

THE MUSICAL OPENINGS.

This has been a music week in New York.
Beginning on Tuesday, we have had a notable
series of musieal entertainments in the Carne-
gie Muosie Hall, The dedicatory services of
duesday night were of the most impressive
ordcr. Bishop Potter made an excellent ad-
dress, and the music rendered on that occasion
argued well for the future usefulness of the en-
te:prise. Wedneaday night oratorio was given
on u grand scale, and the rest of the week has
been devoted to a series of entertuinments of
the finest character. Tschaikowsky has made
a most favorable impression aw a composer and
a leader and Mr. Damrosch has also covered
himself with glory by his able conducting.
Evidently the new music hall is to find a place
for iteelf in the maltitudinous atiractions of
the metropolis. Then as an iucident of the
week we had a most charming concert by Sant-
ley, who strayed into this city unexpectedly,
after an absence of nearly twenty years, reviv-
inj memories of the great past by singing a few
ballada with his own inimitable grace, before
he took the steamer home. His sudden appa-
rition am us and as sudden vanishing hod
sowmething almost ghostly about it, and iilled
the air with memories of that famous combi-
nation which twenty vears ago amazed the
conntry. What a gll'u,v it was! Carl Formes,
Bantley, Wachtel, Parepa Rosa and Adelaide
Phillips. Tt will be long before New York, even
with all her modern mausical improvements, is
favored by such a conjunction of stars of the
first magnitude,

ONE OF THE G0OD RICH MEN.

Charles Pratt, who died Monday, was the
type of millionaire that wounld mot offend Bel-
lamy or anybody else who took a tolerahly wise
view of the nse of momey. Althongh he was
one of the oil kings his ruling object in life was
to help men to fight the battle of lite, and the
institnte with which his name is linked is doing |
a noble work on a grand scale. The Pratt insii-
tute is the produet of wise thought directed in
the line of praciical usefulness, and if we 2onld
only have u few more such institutions scat-
tered over the country we should go far toward
solving some of the most troublesome social
questions of theage. The foundation of the in-
stitute ealled for over a million and a half of
dollars, and this is merely the beginning. For-
tunately bis son !}'mp;thixeu entirely with the
motives and plans of his father and will carry
mhe work in the spirit in which it was under-

n.

THE APOSTLE OF THE NIGHER CRITICIAM.
Early next week Dr. Briggs will publish his
inangural address which made such a stir in the
religious world, adding to it eopions notes
called out by the diseussion which the address
has occusioned. The book would have ap-
Eelred earlier but for the fact that Dr. Brigga
a8 boen very ill for the past four weeks with
the grip and is evennow very muck debilitatea.
The book is certain to the center of
religious controversy and will probably more
than equal as a literary event the famous
mphlet, “Whither,” which Dr. Briggs pub-
ished lust year and which had an extra-
ordinary sale. Although still an invalid from
the grip Dr. Brigg is in fighting mood. and as
he is a delegrte to the general assembly from
the New York Presbytery he will be very
decidedly on hand in case Lis orthodoxy is
ealled in question by that body. The New York
Presbytery meets warly next week and this will
also be a most important event, as a report will
then be submitted from a committee selected
Ilast month by the presbytery to consider Dr.
Briggs' case. Probably, however, no aetior
will be taken of a kind to forestall the action of
ithe gemeral assembly, which will meet at
Detroit in about a fortuight.

OUR AERIAL TOLL BRIDGE.

8o the Brooklyn bridge Is now free to pedes-
triaus. This marks & new epoch iu the life of
this great ﬁuhlie highway in the air. Little by
little the charge for estrians hns been re-
duced until one could buy a package of twenty-
tive tickets for five centa. After the 1st of July,
however, the gates will be t:ren and snybedy
can walk scross that cares to do so. The charge
m-n:ihiuha and for the railroad is still re-

THE PROSPECT FOR SHELLING NEW YORK.

The report of the New Orleans grand jury
has revived interest in the Italian incident, but
few believe that Italy will do anything beyond
what Senator Plumb tersely calls*‘letter writin'.”
I can say, however, apropos of this little un-
pleagantness, that the ecity is not so much at
the mercy of tue first ironclad that comes
along ns some think. I get it on very good
anthority thatina quiet way the government
has control of torpedo boats so complete in
their ability to swim under water as to make
them very formidable. This is being kept very
quiet, but is said to bea faet. Of conrse the
problem of a submarine boat is an old one and
several natious have accomplished good results
in this field of invention. But I am told
that our government Las practically
solved the problem, snd that we have a
bont which can attack at will any ship,
attach a torpedo under its keel and steam
away with perfect safety to itseif, all of which
is respecifully submitied to the indignant Ru-
divi. I was also I-nlhnf with Capt. Kirkland,
who has the dredging of the harbor in charge,
and he said that within forty-eight hours the
approuches to New York, both by way of the
Narrows and Hell Gate, could be 30 vbstrusted
that no ship could pass, and that outside of
these obatructions there could bo no cifective
shelling of the city. He said the trouble was
to keep the channels open, not to shut them up.
Lut, as I have waid, nobody droams of bostiii-
ties between this country and ltaly,

METROPOLITAN KOTES.

Mr. Blaine has becn having a very good time

hera this week and should have stored up

some ozone against diplomatie hard work on
his retura to Wwaslungton. He has taken a keen
personal interest in the success of the new
miic hall, both from his' intimate frien dship
witis Mr. Laraegie and also because his gifted
son-in-law is very energotienlly at work beat- i
ure of the perform- |
target of obstrva-
tion from every part of the hoase, but stood

the scrutiny with the sangtroid of the well-
trained iion{

! has scarcely its parallel in bistory.

Sophia Gunsburg, = NRausslan, Usss Ner
Charms te Organise Regicides.

SHE FALLS IN LOVE RERSELF—HAVING GATHERRD
AROUND HER A BAND OF YOUNO MEN SWORN TO
KILL THE CZAR SHE IS ANRBATED AND cCON-
DEMNED.

8t. Petershurg Letter in the London Telegraph.

No antbentic sccount has yet been given of
the late political frial—or rather condemna-
tions—of Russian nihilists for high treasom;
for trial, in the English sense of the term, there
was none. I have just had a long conversation
with one of the dignitaries who played the part
of judge, jury and counsel for the crown dar-
ing the brief ceremony. which began by aceusa-
tion, was continued by velantary eonfession
and ended in condemnation to death: and the
details communicated to him—which are
worthy of implicit credence—throw a strong, if
not lurid, light upon Russian nihilists ia par-
ticular, and the Runssian character generally,
and if properly worked up by a Zolaistic realist
would make & most sensational novel.

The ringleader of the conspirators and mnow
the chief of the prironers is—as is fre quently
the case in Russian politics—a woman; in this
case a woman of excellent education, of iron
will, of ravishing beauty and of uudaunted
courage, a woman in many respects superior
to the celebrated Sophia Perovaky, who directed
the operations that cnlminated in the foul
murder of the late emperor, whom she soon
afterward followed to the grave. This person,
Sophia Gunsburg by name, narrated the event,
ful story of her checkcred life to her unsym-
pathetic judges and narrated it in a most enlm-
un i objective u‘v‘ which the most
mpartial of historians might well envy.

was & Jewess by birth, she said, and had
been brought np in pale of settlement out-
side of which Jews are notallowed to wander
at large. Her parents had given her the best
education that was to be bad under the unfav-
orable public and private conditions in which
theis lot was cast.

BOPHIA GUNSBURG'S PLAN.

Bophia saw many of the most estimable men
and women of her nation compelled daily to
barter their religion for a mess of pot-
tage, or, for less »till, the barren right
to work for it. After having graduated
in the ordinary establishments of interme-
diate education Sophia left her birthplace, to
which she refases the name of fathrerland, nud
went abroud to breathe the Lracing air of (ree-

dom.

In Geneva her va inclinations and ten-
dencies were gradually melded imton o l:1
e whic

svstem of cruel, cold-blooded reve
t was in

that historie town that she meditated and
brooded over the inflicted by Russia
until, at last, she hatched n the bare ont-
lines of which make one shudder,andwhich was
certainly miore worthyol a furyin human shape
than of a beantiful maiden standing npon life's
threshhold, with all the joys and nres of
exisience before her. olding govern-
ment responsible for the innumerable evils
that deluge the country she applied the auto-
cratic principle to the extent of admitting that
the government is the czar, and the czar she
‘dl:nermiued toslay. Buch was the object of

e plot.

Shl:a resolved to gather together a select band
of young men, and, dazzling them by the
almost irresistible charms of her beauty, to ad-
minister to each, unknown to the other, a
solemn oath binding him fo &o her behests and
to assassinate the emperor on a day and in the
manner fixed by her. She was determined
that if one failed another should take Lis
place, and still another after him, until
the foul dced shonld be done. The emperor’s
successor, too, nuless he struck ont a new line
of policy, was to be stamped out of existence
in the snme ruthless way, and thus red terror
was to struggle with whise until the evils com-

lnined of were either abolished or intensificd

o such an cxtent that the most phlegmatie
Russian peasant could no longer endure them.
FELL IN LOVE HERSELF.

Bophis Guusburg had ne diffculty in attract-
ing a sufficient namber of lovewick yoang Rus-
sians, who were smitten by her beanty and
grace or made enthusiastic by her elognence.

She sacrificed without hesitation or regret all
| that & pnre woman holds dearest in life in order
to maintain her hold over these young Cata-
lines. She was not. however, wholly a mon-
ster, nor was she exempt from all human weak-
nesses. She herself f 4 in love with l;tt‘ti::
cated young Rlussian, whose our
came, but whom she never ipni:i;wd into her
political plots, so that he continued down to
l the moment of his arrest in complete igno-
| rance of the part che was plaving as regicide.
One of the unsuccessful atitempts on the ezar's
life early last year wss the work of une of
Bophia Gunsburg's body guards,and, had she no:
been arrested when she wus,the present year of
grace wouid probably bave been the lust of the
reign of Alexauder 1L

\ehen the prisomer bad finished the im-
pressive discourse containing the history of
| ber life and erime, which bad been occasionally
interrupted by the questions und rebukes of
the presiding dignitaries, the president nsked
Ler 1l she felt no compunction for the abomina-
ble deed she resolved snd attem pted to cxecute,
no remwsrse for the eyuical way in wiach she
had divesied herself of ﬁ femule mnh:tyl;
Her ly was an em negative, whic
rang gough the hall h{l;‘lhe peal of a musical
bell tolling for the death of & musical bride,
and was juickly followed by the solemn sing-
song of the judge pronouncing the sentence of
ignominious death.

Her companions are condemned to various
terms of hard labor in the mines—a sentence
surpassing in severity the most painful kind of
death except one, ber lover, who because
verfeetly ignorant of her crimiual plaus was
finully released after baving uished in sol-
ilary confinement for a lcnfl:h time suflicient
to make him wish for a release into the life of
this sublunsry world or into the mext. The
emperor when informed of the death sentence
commuted it to imprisoument for life.

A MOTUER'S SACRIFICE.

Sophia’s parents are still living in the pale,
and when her old mother heurd of her con-
demnation she offered to abundou Judaiswu und
becomie a Christian in order to obtain the
needtul authorization to leave the pale of set-
tlement and come up to Bt Petersburg to see
her dearly beloved danghter, who hud gone so
far astrny from the path of daty since last they
had met. ‘lhe interview took place u few days
ago &t the fortress, and no more heartreading
spectacle was ever beiore witnessed by the
phlegmatic juil oflicials, whose tears fell iike
raln.

I be trembling mother approached her daugh-
ter, whose beauty wus brought out in groater
relief by the somber hue of the prison dre
and who moved slowly and with digaity towar
her aged parent without the least symptom of
tenderness, compuunciion or other enotion.
Yanaticism bhad orusbed ount or at least re-
pressed all tender sentiment.

“U Sophia! pophia, doa t you love your poor
old mother, who bore you and nursed you so?
Suy you have not torn me from your Leurt,
cliuid. I'll go to the end of the world with you,
Sophis, my darling. Don't you remember the
old times when you knew no evily  Ob, will they
never come back in{ I'll be a Christian,

feeling were touched and she sob

, unable to express horveif in words. |

*‘It was indeed m bearirending sceme,’

eldundl mtdthm.“who witnessed -y 1i|.
*I could not elose that

Wu( vo“n:‘ill lnn:

It would have melted a

§
£

at lost l i

AT THE GIANT'S CAUSKEWAY.

An American Visitor Makes an Unfavorable
lmpression Upen the Veteran Guide.
From the Detroft Free Pross
“Yis, sor. It's many a wan av yare conntry-
min Oi've taken over the Canseway, sor.”
“How do you know what countryman I am?"’
“Thrust me for knowing the American me-
cent, sor.”

“Where's your old Causewsay? We're round
that rock now.”

“Where's the Causeway, is it sor? Where
should it be but just before yer (wo eyes?”

“You don't mean that foundation, do you?”

““What foundation. sor?"

. like as if a building society had
started a big stone tabernaclc and went ke
rupt when the foundation was laid.”

“The greatest min in this wurrold, sor, tould
me that—-"

“Never mind what the greatest men said. Is
m _the Cansewny? That's what I want set-

“Tt is, sor.™

“Let’s get back.™

“Back, is it, sor? Troth, ve'r not there vet.
Divil a fut will Oi go back till ye've seen what
ye paid for, sor.”

*“All, right, I'll go on—under protest—merely
to please you, you know.”

“Of'm afraid ye'r bard to plaze yersilf. sor.
It's wan av the wondhers av the warrold, sor.”

“That people come here? It is a wonder.
I'll bet they dot't come a second time.”

“Now, beggin® ye'r pardon, yer wrong there,
sor. Not the sickond ioime, but the twintieth
toime have Oi known educated min to come,
And the aftener a wan av since sees it,
sor, the more wondberful he thinksit. Now,
sor, ye r futis on the smaller Causewny, and
be careful how you wstip, far it's mighty slip-
pery under fut. There are three Causewavs,
sor, the Great Causeway bein in the centher,
and that we'll come to in = minute, sor.”
“What is it nsed for?”

“The Canseway, is it/

“Yeu

*1t's used for nothin’ at all, sor.”

*Then why dil they goto all this expense?”
“What expinee, sor?”

“The buiiding of it?”

“Be all the powers, sor, it's surely not ran-
ning through your hid that the Goilant's Cause-
way was built by the band of man, sor!™

*How was it built then? By contracy?”

“0i see plainly Oi'll bav to begin at the be-
ginnin’ wid you, sor. It was buili by a mughty
convulsion av nathare, sor.”

pers at the time. It was the beginning of the
r:inh troubles.”

*It was at the biginning of toime, sor. Prof.
Gneiss of Edinburgh toald me i orgio was
voleanie and that——""

“Oh, you can't beliave what & professor saya.
Was he there?”

*He was not.”

“Wwell, then!™

“It you, sor, will exeuse the liberty Oi'll
tuke, sor, in recomwending vou to kape
silence fur a few minutes, sor, ye'll know a
good dale more when ye lave here thau whin
ye cane, sor.”

*All vight: go ahead.™

“These columns, sor, are basaltie.’

“What's that?”

“It's a term used by Prof. Gneise. Now 0§l
call yer attention to the ind av this columan.
That we call the octagon, weanivg eight-sided,
as ye can seec. And if yer measure the eight
sides, sor, yer U feind them the same to o bair's
breadth.”

“And yet you say nobody chiseled it/

“0n do, scr.”

“You evidently thick I'll beliecve anything.
But ne matter. Go on, go on.”

“Now, if ye Il notice, around this octagon are
eight other piilara, forming an octagon groap,
as we call thim here, aor, all the columns being
aqual in size. Now, sor, if ve follow e here,
ve will sec a septagon column, irom the Latin
word mening sivia, and around that there are
sivin columus.”

**Are there any sixtogon ones?”

**There is not, sor.’ E

“It's & sort ol seven-by-eight Canseway,
then:"”

“There, sor. Oi tonld ye ye would slip down,
sor. A mau broke his ieg there vace. Are ye
hurt, sor:”’

“Not in the least.”

“Thank the powers for that, sor.
notice ibat the guieter & mun kuy;
attention bhe can pay to his fntin’.”

*And you're paid to do the talking, too. I
hadn’t though: abous that.™”

“Now, sor, ye sce from here the Great Cause-
way. lsn't that a graud soight, sor?™

“Well, that depends on woat you call a—""

*Oh! tare an’ owns, sor, ye've kilt
entoirely this toime. Don't attempt to roise,
sor, tili Ui get down %o ye. Dear! dear! Are
ye badly burt, sor?”

*“Groggy, bat silll in the ring. Bay, are my
trousers——""

*“They are torn a little, wor, Oi regret to say.”

“Why the old Harry didn't you tell me this
place was so slippory? Do von want to break
man's neck over this Canseway of yours!’

“Sure, sor, Ui warned ye the very first s go.

gin' you're pardon. sor, if ye'd pay as much
attintion te yor fut ms you deo to your
" becn doing =ll the talking? Ha

“*Who's 1 a 1 vel
rmﬂ my mwonth since wo staried?

t we're down here, what's there to see?”

“You sce these columnmns, sor.

Ui always
the more

“What's the objec: of the ball and socket?”
“Ab, wiio can tell that, sor?"

“Hudin't the professor some fiction about it?"
“He did say, sor—""

“1 was sure of 1t.”
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wun this week. Thore'ss power av rain n the | ;1 " rir L, e Dottie, ... . - o
nort’ of Oireland in the winter toime, sor.’ [ Priaean T g 1.4 -~ 4
“How much further away is this Causeway?" | Parier's Vo Balsarn ... st I8 “uh
“Is it the Canseway, sor? Bata troifle, sor, | Pvroe's ;m a::-l Dimcuvery w "
Ye'll soe it the minute we turn that bitay rock, | RIS RATAnie Boewil Gom. . vo.... W0 14
sor. BSure an’ orra it's well worth the walk, | S benck's Vs, per os . 18 5
for there isno place thutis as noted asihe |5 5%, e ..1\5; ‘m
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“*De ye mane to say, sor, that yo niver heard | yion e [0 o nee o s
ay the Ginnt's Causeway tll ye came 0 Derry? | Vareloe, bure wi ottles, ... . 1a Y
Well, sor, Of ve taken tins of thousands av peo- - i [::-'-.--"5_"-‘;"'1-_’-4.':. 10 o
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Causeway. Wher: were ye brought up?” | Wilians' Teef aron s Wite ifresh
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the professors are the biggest loiers, saviug e % Mo, ¥ vl ey " 5
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1 dopen Lgrmin Capwiiles
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1 domen Sgratn Capeales
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ERUSSELS CARPIT, any. o o MBe o credt
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I they conid be weary of their songs, would Ond
QLD preat stock e s loost Infinite variet) of new
wedodics. 440,000 binds of our old woese
wre still cadled for, and Lbe new are
UTe LGeruts thak the wvid.

CANTATAS. - THE JOLLY FARMENS, Saswent (40
cis., 300 dox. | New, bright, easy, snd oll Joliy
farners and twir friends will ke it. HEROLS OF
TG (A1 or #9dox. | Trowheidpe, for 4th of July, siad
NEW FLOWEL QUEEN [tvcts., 80 40 dui. | Bout,
for flowe: thne

BUNDAY SCLOGLE live PRAISE IN SONG (40 cts,
or 84. M uor. |. Fanerson ., SONG WORSHIF [Dhets
or £5.00 doe. |, Enerson snd Sherwin . NEW SPio-
ITUAL SUNGS (30 cts., or LU0 doz.}, Tenny &

| Hoffman.

| CHOLUE constantly send for our Octave Muslc—&,000
nuwinbers of Authwus, Sacred Selectous, sic., 5 Wb
ets. sach  Nend for lists,

ORGAXISTS fur with Val ¥y and other
music and players oa Viclias, duiters, Mandolins,
Fan s and !l other instruwoats sapplied with sy
propraate sk, Send for lists amd information.

EMERSON'S VOCAL METHUD for ALTO, BARL.
TONE and BASS VOICES [$1.50] fs s uew 40d se-
perior method.

Any book mailed for retail price.

OLIVEK DITSON COMPAKY, BOSTOR.
4. E. DITSOX & 00.,

1208 CHESTNUT ST, PHILADKLPHIA
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ALMA POLISE

1sthe Best Dressing is the WORLD fow
Sold by Al Sheo Dealere. agbocles
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